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Memorandum 88-31
Subject: Study L-2009 - AB 2841 (1988 Probate Legislation——amendments)

Assembly Bill 2841 was amended on March 15 to 1incorporate
technical corrections, to add the Fiduclarles Wartime Substitution Law,
and to implement changes made at the hearing on the bill in the
Agsembly Judiciary Committee. The bill will be amended again before
the next Commission meeting to incorporate GCommission decisions
relating to operative date and transitional provisions and other
Commission decisions made at the March meeting, and to add other minor
changes discovered by the staff since then. The Commission should
review the two amended versions of the bill to make sure all amendments
are satisfactory, and should raise for discussion at the meeting any
change a Commissioner has a question or concern about.

This memorandum will alert the Commission to changes the staff
believes the Commission should note, This memorandum will also raise
new matters that have been brought to the staff's attention for
posgible incorporation in the bill. The discussion in the memorandum
omits references to page and line number of the bill, since we will be
working with two versiona of the bill,

Status of Portion of AB 2841 Relating to Probate Referees
Before considering specific changes in AB 2841, the Commission

sheould decide how to proceed on the bill in light of political problems
with the probate referees. At the March meeting the Commission
reviewed the legislative actions that had heen taken on the portion of
AB 2841 relating to probate referees. Specifically:

(1) Assemblyman Harris, by an auther’'s amendment made at the
request of the probate referees, had removed the $250 cap on the
referee's commission for appralsing publicly traded stock listed on the
New York, American, or Pacific stock exchange. The purpose of this
amendment was to allow Assemblyman Harris more time to review the
merits of the question. It appears that Assemblyman Harris is not
planning to restore the $250 cap to the bill.




(2) The Assembly Judiciary Committee, at the request of the
probate referees, voted to recommend approval of the bill after (i)
consolidating the Iinventory and appraisal in a single document to be
filed within 4 months after issuance of letters, and (ii) requiring
appointment of a probate referee to receive notice of any petition for
waiver of a probate referee in an estate with real property.

After considering these legislative actions, the Commission
decided to request Assemblyman Harris to delete from the bill all the
provisions relating to probate referees in order for the Commission to
have an opportunity to review the whole scheme. The letter has been
sent, and a copy 1s attached as Exhibit 1. Asgemblyman Harris'
response is attached as BExhibit 2. As you can see, he does not clearly
state that he is not willing to delete the probate referee provisions
from the bill, but this appears to be the only conclusion that can be
dravn from his letter. If the Commission wishes to withdraw the entire
bill and have it reintroduced next session, he will accommodate us.

At this point, the Ccmmission has a number of options avallable to
ie:

(1) Request Assemblyman Harris to drop the bill entirely so the
Commission can give it further study. This would have the effect of
delaying implementation of the Commission's current recommendations for
a year. There is nothing in the recommendations that is essential to
enact this session. We plan to make recommendations concerning
attorney and personal representative fees to the 1989 session. Other
areas also probably will be covered by recommendations to the 1989
session. We could include the provisions of AB 2841 with these 1989
recommendations. Sometimes it 1s important in Sacramento to take a
principled stand and allow a bill te die rather than accept amendments
that would destroy a basic objective of the bill. Maintaining
credibility is important tc the Commission in the long run.

{2) Inform the Senate Judiciary Committee that the Commission no

e o e 0 relati to obate rees, The
likely result of this course of action 1s that Senator Lockyer, who is
the Commission's Senate Member and Chairman of the Senate Judiclary




Committee, would see to it that the probate referee provisions are
deleted. The bill might then go to a conference committee. There is
no telling what the outcome of the conference committee would be.

{(3) Attack in the § te Judicia Committee the specific changes
that were made in the Assembly Judiclary Committee. This, again, might
require a conference committee. Assemblyman Harris suggests this for
Commission consideration, and our sense is that he would accept this
resolution so long as the Senate did not attempt to restore the $250
stock cap.

(4) Work out a political compromise with the probate
referees——e.g., agree to give up on the $250 cap in exchange for
restoration of the Commission’'s recommendations on separate inventory
and appraisal and the existing walver procedure. The staff favors this
approach, 1f all parties are willing.

(5) Let the bill go as 1s, and make a geparate recommendation to

the next session of the Legislature to address the problem areas. Once
the bill is enacted, however, it may as a practical matter be difficult
to change the law on some of these issues., For example, the bill would
change existing law to require appointment of a probate referee in
every case where a walver is sought and the estate includez real
property. Once thia change is made it would be next to imposaible to
restore existing law. The Commission needs to decide how strongly it
feels about this,

401 valifications fo ointment

Under existing law, continued in AB 2841, the State Personmel
Board administers the probate referee qualification examination. The
State Controller (Exhibit 3) informs us that this is no longer done.
Presently, the Controller contracts with Cooperative Personnel
Services, an agency created through a Jjolnt powers agreement, to
administer the examination. The staff has amended the bill to reflect
this practice.




404, St rds for pr referee

Section 404 continues existing Probate Code Section 1308(a) that
the State Controller may revoke the appointment of a probate referee
for violation of standards of training, performance, or ethics.
However, Section 404 does not continue existing Probate Code Section
1308(b) that, "within any one year the Controller may also remove, at
his pleasure, at least one probate referee, but not more than 10
rercent of the probate referees in any one county." The reason the
Commission omitted this provision is that the Commission was informed
the provision has not been used in modern times, and the Comment to
Section 1308{(b) so states.

The State Controller (Exhibit 3) tells us we are misinformed:

This discretionary authority has been used in instances
where the Controller believed that removal of a referee was
in the best interest of the program but, under the particular
circumstances, he did not feel that it was appropriate to
remove the individual under subsection (a) of Probate Code
Section 1308 for “"noncompliance with any standard of
training, performance or ethics." One referee, for example,
was removed in 1986 and one in 1938 under the discretionary
provision.
The Controller believes that, while the provision is not used often, it
is important to the integrity of the referee system for the Controller
to have this authority. The Controller would oppose any substantive
change in law on this point.
The staff believes this i3 a political matter that the Commission
should not become involved in, We recommend that existing law be

preserved.,

4 Pol c es of o es
The existing 1limitations on political activities of probate
referees are found in Sections 1311 and 1312. The Commission has made
an effort to expand and clarify the limitations fin Section 406. As a
result of Commission discussions at the January Commission meeting, the
staff would make these further clarifications:

406, (a) A-probate--refereey—or--any-persen-who—is—an
applieant—for—-or—secking -appointment—-or-reappointment—-to-—aet
ag—a—-probate—referee,——sheil--noty—-direetly-.or-indireetlyy
solieity-reeeives—or-eontributey—or—be—dn -any-manner-invelved
As used in this section, "prohibited political activity"
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means ectl or directl soliciti receiv [+)
contributing, or being in any manner invelved in soliciting,
recelving, or contributing, any of the following:

(1) Any assessment, subscription, or contribution to any
party, incumbent, committee, or candidate exceeding two
hundred dollars ($200) in any one calendar year for any
partisan public office of this atate.

(2) An assessment, subscription, contribution, or
political service in any amount for the office of State
Controller in-any-ameunty-Betwithstanding-paragreph-{1)~

£b)—d-—iolation-of-subdivisien—{a)-is-a-miademeanory-and
the——-Btate-—-GContreller——shall--revoke-—the——appointment——of——a
prebate-referee-vho-violates-subdivieion-{a)~

¢e) (b) Upon a person's application for appointment as a
probate referee, and thereafter amnually in January of each
year during the person's eligibility for appointment, during
the person's tenure as a probate referee, and during the
person’s eligibility for reappointment, the person shall file
with the State Controller a verified statement indicating
whether the person has dene—any—-aot—-described -ip-subdivisien
faMly-—or——La)ad) e n pro ted political activit

during the preceding twe-year-peried two calendar vears.
€d» (c) The State CGController may not appoint or

reappoint as a probate referee any person who, within the
two-year——peried--preceding --the—date—of-—the—-appointment—ozr
eeeppo-intneney—-%oi&t-ee-—-ew—--proﬁa-ien-—-ef— -Eh-i-e—--neeE-i—on

po utiggl activitz ' and any such appointment or reappointment
is vo:l.d and shall bYe revoked. The State Controller shall

t e asg ere e ohi

activity. However, all acts not otherwise invalid performed
by the person before revocation of the person's appointment
are valid.

d) A persc not e in ohibited tical
i uri e is lic or
tment or re tment i the on's [
as a pr referee ation of subdivision is
misdemeanor,
Subdiv a c d) do no vy to
rohib d po cal activit t occu before J 1
and the applicab w in effect before Jul 1
continues to apply, Subdivision (b) applies opn July 1, 1989,
to perso ly for appol on or afte v 1
1989; a person who applied for appointment or who was
AppoO 1 shal rat stat
e ' n (b} o uly 1, 1 d

e 8 prescribed in subdiv [ b




Under existing law, a referee or person seeking appointment may
not solieit, receive, or contribute any assessment, subscription,
contribution, or political service "for any campaign" for the office of
State Controller. The Commizsion's draft would preclude these
activities whether in connection with a campaign or for any other
purpose, The State Controller cbjects. "We are not aware of any
problem arising under the existing language since its enactment 18
years ago. On the other hand, we don't know what questions might arise
with your revision. For example, would appraising a piece of property
as an accommodation to thils office be a "contribution” to the office of
Controller.”

Again, the staff believes this is a political matter that is
inappropriate for Commission involvement. We would restore existing
law on this point.

§ 1215, Mapner of mailing
The staff plans to make the following amendment to the general

notice provisions for completeness:

1215. TUnless otherwise expressly provided:

(a) If a notice or other paper is required or permitted
to be mailed to a person, notice shall be mailed as provided
in thiz section or personally delivered as provided in
Section 1216.

{b) The notice or other paper shall be sent by:

(1) First-class mail if the person's addreas is within
the United States, First-class mail includes certified,
registered, and express mail.

{2) Airmail if the person's address 1s not within the
United States.

{c) The notice or other paper shall be deposited in a
post office, mailbox, subpost office, substation, mail chute,
or other like facility regularly maintained by the United
States Postal Service, in a sealed envelope, with postage
paid, addressed to the person to whom it is mailed.

d e notice or othe er shall be addressed to the
person at his or her office or place of residence, if known,
or, if neither address {s known, to the person at the county
seat where the proceedings are pending,

£d>y (e) When the notice or other paper is deposited in
the mail, mailing is complete and the perliod of notice is not
extended.




§ 7050, Jurjgdiction and authority of court or judge
Anne Hilker, State Bar Team 3 captain (Exhibit 4), comments that

the Commission has failed in the jurisdictional sections to consolidate
the concepts of domicile and residence. She appears to be
mistaken——the Commission has consolidated these concepts In Sections
7050 and 7051%.

Disqual on of jud
A new subdivision should be added to the judge disqualification
statute to preserve a transitional provision in existing law that would

otherwise be lost.

c e d former Se n
sem Bil - Sessio t a
i cee. ced befo 1, 1
dispositio ed

Charles Schulz, a member of State Bar Team 3 (Exhibit 5), points
out an ambiguity that could be clarified.

(b) Summary disposition may be made whether—ep-net—there

ip—awill-of -the—decedent—in-—existencey notwithstanding the
existence of the decedent's will if the will does not name an

eXecutory or if the named executor refuses to act.

4, Liability for d 's unsecured deb

Charles Schulz questions the policy of this section, which allows
a creditor to recover the decedent's debts from beneficiaries who
receive property under public administrator summary disposition
authority. The reason the Commission added beneficiary liabllity is
that creditors receive no notice under summary disposition--it is
analogous to the affidavit procedure and thus the 1liability of
beneficiaries is made analogous to 1liability under the affidavit
procedure.

On the other hand, it can be argued that there are significant
differences here from the affidavit procedure, The affidavit procedure

can be exercised immediately, whereas the Commission's draft requires




the public administrator to wait four months and pay claims that come
to the public administrator's attention before paying out funds to
beneficiaries. The affidavit procedure is exercised hy the
beneficiaries themselves, whereas the summary disposition procedure by
the public administrator involves a public official in control of the
estate,

Does 1t make sense to allow a creditor to aseize property
distributed to a beneficiary where the beneficiary took no steps to
initiate the distribution? Does it make senmse to give a windfall to a
beneficiary and leave the decedent's just debts to go unpald? The

staff is divided on these issues,

§ 8000, Petition
Anne Hilker notes that Team 3 had suggested for organizational

purposes that Section 8000 be split inte two separate sections, In
response, we have split it into two separate subdivisions. She does

not see thls as a major difficulty.

§ 8002, Contents of petition
Charles Schulz points out that it may be useful to file a

typewritten copy of a handwritten will whether or not the handwritten
will is holographic. We would expand the relevant provision thus:

The petitioner shall attach to the petition a
photographlc copy of the will. In the case of a holographic

will or other will of which materisl provisions are in the

handwriting of the testator, the petitioner shall also attach
a typed copy of the will.

§ 8113, Notice involving foreign citizen
At the March meeting the Commission requested to the staff to

check with the State Department to see whether the reference in Section
8113 to countries with which the United States has "treaty rights" is
appropriate. The staff has checked with treaty and international will
experts in the State Department in Washington, and they agree that the
reference to treaty rights 1s inapproprlate. We have revised Section
8113 along lines suggested by them to refer Iinstead to countries having
recognized diplomatic or consular officials in the United States.




121 blication o e

The law requires that notice of opening probate "shall be
published for at least 15 days," with a minimum of three publications
and at least 5 days intervening between the first and last publication
dates. At the March meeting the Commission asked the staff to check
with the newspaper publishers to see whether the phrase "published for
at least 15 days™ might not be clarified.

The staff has consulted with the California Newspaper Service
Bureau (Michael D. Smith, General Manager) on this matter, The
newspaper publishers believe the law requires the first publication to
occur at least 15 days before the hearing.

The staff would clarify the statute to conform to existing
practice, as suggested by the Beverly Hilla Bar Association. CKSB has
ne problem with this. The staff would amend Section 8121(a) to read:

Hetice—shall-be—publiched - for—at—-least—15—daye~--The

cation date e_notice shal e at leas
davs before the hearing, Three publications iIn a newspaper

published once a week or more often, with at least five days
intervening between the first and last publication dates, not
counting the publication dates, are sufficient.

§ 8252, Trial
Charles Schulz suggests the following clarification in Section
8252, which the staff would make,

If the will is opposed by the petition for probate of a later
will revoking the former, it shall be determined first
whether the later will is entitled to probate.

2 etition fo vocsat

Section 8270 permits an interested person 120 days after a will is
admitted to probate in which to petition for revocation of probate.
Anne Hilker believes there should be a cross-reference here to Section
8225, which starts the 120 day period running on entry of the minute
order admitting the will to probate. The Commission has addressed this
matter in the Comment to Section 8270, which statea that, "A will is
admitted to probate when it 1is recorded in the minutes by the clerk




pursuant to Section 3225, Section 8225 (admigsion of will to
probate),” Ms, Hilker mnotes at the beginning of her letter that she
has had no opportunity to review the Comments.

4 Pr ty of cred
Anne Hilker points out an ambiguity in the provisions relating to
priority of a crediter for appointment as administrator. The statute
should make clear that a person who has a higher priority (i.e., a
relative of the decedent) does not lose the high priocrity if that
person also happens to be a creditor.

8466. If a persgon whose only priority is that of a

creditor claims appointment as administrator, the court in
its discretion may deny the appointment and appoint another

person,
§ 8482, Amount of bond

Charles Schulz peoints out that the provision that refers to the
amount of a personal representative’s bond under independent
administration 1s inconsistent with the independent administration
astatute. He 1is correct, and the general bond statute should be

conformed to the independent administration statute.

(3) If independent administration is granted as to real
property, the estimated wvalue—of-the-decedentlo—interent-in
the——ypeal-—property QNet proceeds of the real property
authorized to be sold under Part 6 {commencing with Section
10400).

v robate referee
This section was amended by the Assembly Judiclary Committee to
provide that a probate referee must he appointed to receive notice of a
walver petition. 1In order to protect against unwarranted objections to
the wailver by the referee, the Committee added a provision that the
referee who objects may not thereafter be appointed to appraise

property in the estate.

10—




It may be worth considering an additional protection against
unwarranted objection to the walver by a probate referee. A provision
could be added that if the probate referee unreasonably objects to the
walver, the probate referee must pay the litigation expenses Incurred
by the perscnal representative. This could be done by an amendment to
the bill along the following lines:

{d) A probate referee to vhom notice is given under this
gection may oppose the walver., If the petition—ds--denled,
tio fails d d te cpposit 8
made w ubstantial st the co a ward

agaigg the p;ghg;g ;gig;g-,rrlf ;hg gppggitiog guccgggg, the

court shall designate a different probate referee to appraise
property in the estate. Neither the probate referee who
opposed the walver nor any other probate referee in the same
office or with whom the probate referee has a financial
arrangement y shall appraise, share in the commission, or in
any other manner benefit from the appraisal of property in
the estate.

sal independ e
The probate referees have polnted out that the bill would require
automatic assessment of attorney's fees agalnst a probate referee who
opposes apprailsal by an independent expert, even though there may have
been reasonable cause for the opposition. Again, the staff would add a
provision parallel to the one recommended above in the case of a

referee's opposition to a waiver.

The probate referee may, within filve days after delivery of
the inventory, petition for a court determination whether the
property to be appralised by an independent expert 1s a
unique, artistic, unusual, or special item of tangible
peraconal property. Omn—-the-—detrermination, If the petition
fails and the court determines that the petjtion was made
without sgubstantial justification, the court shall award

litigation expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, ke

the-prevailing-part¥ agalnst the probate referee.

-11-




Claims in ion

The staff has divided this chapter into separate articles dealing
with lawsuits on rejected claims, c¢laims in pending actions, and
actions where no claim 1s required., These organizaticnal changes are
made at the suggestion of Garrett Elmore, who rightly points out that
as drafted, it 1s unclear what provisions apply to pending actions and
what provisicns are 1limited to lawsuits on rejected claims., By
imposing an article structure on the chapter we are able to clarify

this matter without having to do any redrafting of the statutes

themselves.
§ 11004, Expenses of peraonal representative

We have added a new Section 11004, which restates a provision
currently found in Section 900. By inserting this provision now, we
kill two birds with one stone: (1) We simplify the task of later
disposing of this provision in connection with compensation of the
personal representative; and (2) We avoid having a gap in numbering
caused by the Commission's deletion of the provision formerly located
at Section 11004,

11951, Petitio
As drafted, this gection precludes a petition for partition of

estate property after distribution of the property has been ordered.
As Richard Kinyon points out, this is inconsistent with the rest of the
Probate Code, which permits petitjons that affect estate property at
any time until the order for distribution becomes final. In addition,
it may not be clear that there is a problem that should be =olved by
partition until after an order is made requiring distribution of the
property in wundivided interests. For these reasons the staff has

incorporated Mr. Kinyon's suggestion.

—12—




Other technical changes

The staff may add a number of technical amendments to conform
"appraisement" to "appraisal™ terminology in other statutes,
particularly in the guardianship and conservatorship law.

Reapectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Assistant Executive Secretary

-13-




Memo 88-31 L EXHIBIT 1 Study L-2009%

STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

GEORGE DEUKMENAM, Governor

| .CALIFORNIA LAW REVISION COMMISSION

4000 MICDLEFIELD ROAD, SUITE D-2
PALD ALTO, CA 943034739

{415) 4941335

. March 17, 1988

Hont. Elihu M, Harris
State Capitol

Room 6005
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Assembly Bill No, 2841--probate referees

Dear Assembly Member Harris:

You introduced Assembly Bill 2841 to effectuate 10 reccommendations
of- the Law Revision Commission relacing to probate law and procedure.
The Commission has reviewed the amendments to this bil)l made at the
Assembly Judiclary Committee hearing on March 2. The Commission is
vnable to recommend enactment of the portion of the bill relating to
probate referees and inventory and appraisal (as amended at the March 2
hearing) and respectfully requests that you remove these provisions
from the bill so that they can be given further study by the Commission

" and others interested in this matter.

The March 2 amendments made three basic changes in the recommended
provisions relating to probate referees,. The Commission and
representatives of the State Bar Estate Planning, Trust and Probate
Section and local bar associations that were present at a Commissiocn
meeting held on March 10-11 believe that two of these basic changes
will cause serious practical problems and that the other will destroy
the compromise the Commission proposes in order to preserve the probate
referee system., The three basic changes made at the March 2 hearing
are briefly discussed below.

emoval of §2 cap_on_ appraisal of stock listed on established
gtock exchange, One of the amendments made at the March 2 hearing was
an author's amendment to remove from the bill the preoposed $250 cap on
the referee's conmission In each estate for appraising publicly traded
stock listed on an established exchange. This was done, we understand,
80 that referee compensation would not be an issue in AB 2841 but could
be considered on its merits separately.

People in the probate field coverwhelmingly believe that probate
referees should not be involved in the appraisal of publicly traded
stock at all. About two-thirds of the probate lawyers, as well as
state and 1local bar asscciations, ©believe that the personal
representative--not the probate referee--should wvalue stock listed on
the established stock exchanges.




. (
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Appraisal of stock 1s a pivotal matter for the whole probate
referee system, The Commission has taken the position that the probate
referee system should be preserved. (This position was certainly
influenced by your strong presentation to the Commission a few years
ago through your assistant Mark Harris to the effect that the system
not be harmed.) In order to preserve the system It 1s necessary to
keep referee appraisal of stock so that the referee fee base will be
adequate. The -$250 cap is an important safety valve. It will impact
the referee only in the rare large estate having in excess of $250,000
of publicly traded stock, but it will avoid the outrageous windfall
case that causes concern about the whole system.

Modification of waiver procedure. A Committee amendment, offered

at the request of the California Probate Referees Association, was
adopted at the March 2 hearing to require appeintment of a referee to
receive notice of a waiver petition where the estate includes real
property. The referee appointed to receive notice would thereafter be
precluded from appraising the estate, :

Perhaps the most important safety valve for the system 1is the
ability to waive appointment of a probate referee in cases where
referee appraisal 1s unnecessary and the personal representative
demonstrates this to the court. The waiver procedure goes to the heart
of the probate referee system in that it enables us to justify imposing
a referee appraisal on every estate in the first 1instance. But
appointment of a referee for the sole purpose of receiving notice and
objecting to the waiver may destroy the effectiveness of the waiver
procedure, The cost of litipgating a contested waiver will make it
impractical for the personal representative to pursue the matter in all
but the most unusual cases. The amendment requiring appointment of a
referee to recelve notice calls into question the basic structure of
the probate referee system.

This amendment was strongly opposed by representatives of the
atate and local bar associations present at the March 10-11 Commission
meeting. They believe that the amendment would change the nature of
the relationship between the attorney and prohate referee from a
cooperative one to an adversary one.

onsolidation of Iinvento and appraisal in one document A
Committee amendment, offered at the request of the California Probate
Referees Association, was adopted at the March 2 hearing to consolidate
the inventory and appraisal in a single document.

The Commission's proposal to split the inventory and appraisal
into two documents is designed to solve a very real problem that exists
in estate administratioen. Existing law requires the inventory and
appraisal to be filed in three months, which may be adequate for
preparing an iInventory but not necessarily for an appraisal,
particularly where a federal estate tax return 1s invoclved. Freeing
the appraisal from the inventory enables us to move the probate along
expeditiously by adhering to the three-month inventory, without
restricting the additional time needed for an appraisal in appropriate
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cases. This proposal does not directly involve the probate referee
system so much as it is a needed reform in probate administration,
strongly supported by the practicing bar.

The Commission understands that some compromise is necessary in
the legislative process, but 1s seriously concerned that these
amendments destroy the balance the Commission had built into its
probate referee recommendations. Of the 10 separate Commission
recommendations on probate law contained in AB 2841, the
recommendations relating to probate referees have consumed by far the
greatest amount of Commission time and attention, These
recommendations have been carefully worked out in numerous drafts and
meetings over a period of several years, with the probate referees in
full attendance and participating at every meeting, as well as the
probate sections of the State Bar, the Los Angeles County Bar, and the
Beverly Hills Bar associlations. The probate referee recommendations
were also the subject of an extensive survey of hundreds of lawyers,
Judges, and others in the probate field, and were also reviewed and
revised in light of the comments of numerous probate specialists around
the state.

The concerns of the Commission and the representatives of the
probate bar with the amendments made in the Judiciary Committee are
quite serious and go to the core of the Commission's recommendations on
these matters. Because of depth of its concerns, the Commission
respectfully requests that you remove the probate referee and inventory
and appraisal provisions in toto from AB 2841. This will simply leave
existing law as it now stands, and will ensure that an unbalanced. bill
{8 not enacted into law., It will also give the Commission and the
probate bar an opportunity to further study these issues in light of
the Assembly Judiciary Committee actions.

Sh;cerely ’

Ann E. Steodden
Chairperson
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STATE CamTon
. PO, BOK 42849
) SACRAMENTO, CA 94248-000(
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE TELEPHONE: (161 445-4560
STAFF
.. Asgembly Committer | . vaeRe.ews
om (b o oRe CORNR Fuen B Lorez
“E"'mﬂ‘s - o muhiﬁ ‘RAY LEBOV
e o, S ary - APR 18 1968 "GounsEr
T B Proeoaan . ELIHU M. HARRIS [y KR DEBORAOmBOW
PHLLP ISENBERG .. CHAIRMAN - RN counseL
PATRICK JOHNSTOMN . - 7 -
Ts LESUE R MYRTIS BROWN
SUNNY MOJONHIER - L COMMITTEE SECRETARY
LARRY STIRLING oL
. MAANE WATERS T SUBCOMMTTEE OM
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
o0 J STREET. FFTH FLOOR
April 15, 1988 ' SACRAMENTO., CA 95814
' LLOYD COMNELLY
CHARMAN
STAFF
GENE EREBIN
Ann Stodden COUNSEL
Chairperson ROSEMARY SANCHEZ
California Law Revision Commission SECRETANY

4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palc Alto, CA 94303-4739

RE: Assembly Bill 2841 - Probate Referees
Dear Chairperson Stodden:

Thank you for your letter dated March 17, 1988, regarding the
amendments made on March 2, 1988, to AR 2841.

Please be advised that I am not free to unilaterally remove these
amendments which were adopted by the Assembly Committee on
Judiciary on March 2, 1988. However they may be removed by the
Senate Committee on Judiciary, to which vou may address your
concerns. In the alternative, if these amended provisions go to
the heart of this bill, you may want to consider dropping it and
reintroducing it next year.

Sincerely,

ELIBHU M, HARRIS
EMH:DMD: mea

cc: John DeMoully v
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MAR 31 1988

RECEIVED

GRAY DAVIS
@ontroller of the State of alifarnia

P.O. BOX 842850
SACRAMENTO, CA 24250-000

(916 y445-7940
March 29, 1988

Mr. Nathaniel Sterling

Califernia Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Rd4., Rm. D=2

Palo Alto, CA 94303

Dear Mr, Sterling:

This is in reference to our telephone conversation
yesterday regarding A.B, 2841 (Harris).

As discussed with you, the Controller's Office is concerned
with the revisions made in provisions pertaining to Probate
Referees in proposed Probate Code Sections 400 to 406,
commencing at page 32 of the amended bill. The existing
provisions of law are contained in Probate Code Sections 1300,
et seqg.

Under subsection (b) of Section 1308, the Contrcller

.presently has the authority to remove at his pleasure within

any one year "at least one probate referee, but not more than
10 percent of the probate referees in any one county." Since
its enactment in 1970 in Revenue and Taxation Code Section
14773, this provision has been interpreted as allowing the
Contreoller the discretion of removing at least one referee per
county, or up to 10% of the referees in counties having 20 or
more referees (Los Angeles County).

This discretionary authority has been used in instances
where the Controller believed that removal of a referee was in
the best interest of the program but, under the particular
circumstances, he did not feel that it was appropriate to
remove the individual under subsection (a) of Probate Code
Section 1308 for "noncompliances with any standard of training,
performance or ethics." One referee, for example, was removed
in 1986 and one in 1988 under the discreticnary provision.
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While this provision is not used often, we believe it is
important to the integrity of the referee system for the
Controller to have such authority. For this reason, the
Controller's Office would oppose any substantive change of the
law in this regard. Accordingly, we request that the following
be added to proposed Section 404 (page 34 of the amended bill):

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subdivisgsion (b), within any one year the Controller
may also remove, at his pleasure, at least one probate
referee, but not more than 10 percent of the probate
referees in any one county.

' In addition to the above, we also reguest that you consider
several other technical amendments to the probate referee
sections:

(1) On page 33, line 2, delete "administered by the State
Personnel Board".

On page 33, lines 13-14, delete "the State Personnel
Board", and substitute: "another agency".

On page 33, lines 22—23, delete "by the State
Personnel Board".

On page 33, line 24, delete "State Personnel Board",
and substitute: "agency administering the
examination®.

These changes result from the fact the State Personnel
Board no longer administers examinations. Presently,

we contract for the examination to be administered by

Cooperative Personnel Services which is an agency set

up through a joint powers arrangement.

{2) On page 34, line 35, after the word "service”,
insert: "for any campaign®”.

This reference to any campaign is in the existing
law. I don't know why it was deleted in your
revision; however, the deletion may suggest that a
substantive change was intended. We are not aware of
any problem arising under the existing language since
its enactment 18 years ago. On the other hand, we
don't know what questions might arise with your
revision. For example, would appraising a piece of
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property as an accommodation to this office be a
"contribution" to the office of Controller?

During our conversation, you indicated that there should be
no problem in including the 10% removal provision and the other
technical amendments in the bill. 1If, however, there may be
some gquestion or opposition by the Commission to these changes,
I woulé appreciate your notifying me as soon as possible so
that we might consider other alternatives.

Again, I regret that there might have been a breakdown in
communications on this bill between our two agencies. If any
matters should arise which you believe may involve the
Controller's Office, please let me know and I will make sure
that you receive a response.

Thank you for your cooperation,

Very truly yours,

GRAY DAVIS, STATE CONTROLLER

Deputy Controller

LEG:df
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April 4, 1988

Mr. John H. DeMoully X Lawr mev, COMPN
Executive Director

California Law Revision Commission ' APR 05 1988
4000 Middlefield Road, Room D-2

Palo Alto, CA 94303 gacELven

Re: AB 2841 {Partial)

Dear John:

I have enclosed a copy of Anne Hilker's technical report on AB
2841.. The report represents the opinions of the author only. The
Executive Committee has not reviewed the report. The report is to
assist in the technical and substantive review of those sections

involved.

JVQ/hl

Encls.

cc: Chuck Collier Jim Opel Valerie Merritt
Keith Bilter Jim Devine

Irv Goldring Ted Cransten
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Facuting Commi

D. KEITH BILYER. Sen Fwacine
OWEN G. FIORE, Sen jour

IXWIN D GOLDRING. Lar dapriar
JOEN A. GROMALA, Evmia
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Anne K. Hilker, Esq.

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
333 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90071

James V. Quillinan, Esq.

T TN T P it Seiniiicats e

Diemer, Schneider, Luce
& Quillinan

444 Castro Street

Suite 900 .

Mountain View, California 94041

Line by Line of Draft Version of

AB_2841

Re:

Dear Jim:

I have reviewed the draft of AB 2841, pages 77 to
111, with respect to our line-by-line comments prepared in
November of 1987. I have not been able to review whether
our reguested changes to the legislative comments have
been incorporated. However, almost all of our changes
have been included with respect to the statute, and I will
note here only the exceptions:

1. For section 8000, we requested that the

‘second sentence of subparagraph (b) have its own section,

to be headed "Effect of Loss of Will on Petition for
Probate." This was not included. However, I do not see
it as a major difficulty. '

2, An item about which I think we should be
concerned is the failure in Section 8270 to include a
cross reference to Section 8225 with respect to the date
of the entry of the minute order. Section 8270 contains
the period of the running of the will contest. Without at
least a cross reference or other emphasis, the fact that
the date of the entry of the minute order may differ from
the entry of the court order may continue to be a trap.

R —
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James V. Quiliinan, Esq. -
March 30, 1988
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¢

/

3. We had earlier asked for use of residence
instead of domicile within the jurisdictional sections.
The new sections retain both concepts. Since we have
lived with this for some time, I do not think this is a
significant problem.

4. In Section B466, we had asked that the
sectiocn preserve the pricrity of a relative who is also
creditor. This was not picked up, but again may not be
substantial problem.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne K. Hilker
Captain, Team 3

cc: D. Keith Bilter, Esqg.
Irwin D. Goldring, Esqg.
Charles G. Schulz, Esqg.
Leonard W. Pollard, II, Esq.
H. Neal Wells, Esq.
John A. Gromala, Esgq.
James C. Opel, Esq.
James D. Devine, Esq.
Theodore J. Cranston, Esg.
Hermione K. Brown, Esq.
Valerie J. Merritt, Esq.
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April 4, 1988

Mr. John H. DeMoully

Executive Director

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Room D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Re: AB 2841 (Partial)

Dear John:
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I have enclosed a copy of Charles Schulz's, a member of Team 3,
technical report on AB 2841. The report represents the opinions of
the author only. The Executive Committee has not reviewed the
report. The report is to assist in the technical and substantive

review of those sections involved.

JvQ/hl i

Encls. :

cc: Chuck Collier Jim Opel Valerie Merritt
Keith Bilter Jim Devine
Irv Goldring Ted Cranston

grney at Law




LAW OFFICE OF
CueARLES G, SCHULZ
BIT BYRON STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 1290
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA £4302
TELEPHONE (1418) 3R28-8080

April 1, 1988

James B. Quillinan, Esqg.

Diemer, Schneider, Luce & Quillinan
444 Castro Street, Suite 900
Mountain View, CA 94041

Re: Line by Line of Draft Version of AB 2841

Dear Jinm:

Having received Ann Hilker's letter to you, March 30, 1588, and
not knowing how much of this has already been covered, I am
writing just to you and her with some of my own cbservations.

I am referring to the March 15, 1988 version of AB 2841.

1. Section 7660(b). The way this sentence reads, it is
unclear whether there are three separate situations in which
summary disposition may be made (no will, will does not name an
executor, or named executor refuses to act) or whether the last
two "if" clauses modify the situation in which a will exists.

2. Section 7664 states that a person to whom property is
summarily distributed is personally liable for the unsecured
debts of the decedent. But section 7662 directs the Public
Administrator to pay claims presented before distributing the
decedent's property. Why should personal liability continue to
the distributees? This sounds like a mini-probate without the
normal protections. Probably, the creditor would be unsuccessful
in pursuing a claim part of which (or perhaps all of which) had
already been paid by the Public Administrator, but some collec-
tion bureaus are gquite aggressive.

3. Section 8002(b) (1) refers to attaching a typed copy of a
holographic will. What about a will which is handwritten but
witnessed? I sometimes have to do this, in emergency situations.
Would it be better to refer to a will in which substantial
portions are in handwriting, as well as a holographic will?

4. Section 8252(a}). In line 30, I suggest the word "will"
be added so that the line will read "shall be determined first
whether the later will is entitled to probate".

S
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5. BSection 8401(a). "Appointment" is misspelled in line 32.

6. Section 8404(c). Does this change indicate that the
comma has been removed after the word "is"?

7. Section 8482(a)(3). The gquestion is whether the
estimated value of the decedent's interest in real Property, for
bonding purposes under IAEA, should be the net or gross value of
the decedent's interest? Probate Code § 10453(a), effective July
1, 1988, uses the concept “"estimated net proceeds of the real
property authorized to be sold under this part". I prefer the
concept of "estimated net proceeds" because it is simpler to
calculate: estimated value less encumbrances. However, the
current law for bonds, I believe, is-that—the court generally
.considers gross values. The only exception which is creeping
into the law has to do with the setting of bond for representa-
tives who have the power to sell real property without going
through the court confirmation process.

Sincerely,

CHARLES G. SCHULZ

CGS:bh

cc: Ann K. Hilker, Esq.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
333 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90071
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